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What is a Azure Blueprints?
• Just as a blueprint allows an engineer or an architect to sketch a 

project's design parameters, Azure Blueprints enables cloud 
architects and central information technology groups to define a 
repeatable set of Azure resources that implements and adheres 
to an organization's standards, patterns, and requirements. 

• Azure Blueprints makes it possible for development teams to 
rapidly build and start up new environments with trust they're 
building within organizational compliance with a set of built-in 
components, such as networking, to speed up development and 
delivery.
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Main benefits of Azure Blueprints
Blueprints are a declarative way to orchestrate the deployment of various resource templates and 
other artifacts such as:

• Role Assignments

• Policy Assignments

• Azure Resource Manager templates (ARM templates)

• Resource Groups

The Azure Blueprints service is backed by the globally distributed Azure Cosmos DB. Blueprint 
objects are replicated to multiple Azure regions. This replication provides low latency, high 
availability, and consistent access to your blueprint objects, regardless of which region Azure 
Blueprints deploys your resources to.
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How is it different than ARM Templates?
• ARM templates get used for deployments of one or more Azure resources, but once those 

resources deploy there's no active connection or relationship to the template.

• With Azure Blueprints, the relationship between the blueprint definition (what should 

be deployed) and the blueprint assignment (what was deployed) is preserved. 

• This connection supports improved tracking and auditing of deployments. Azure Blueprints 

can also upgrade several subscriptions at once that are governed by the same blueprint.
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Blueprint Definitions
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