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Administrative units in Azure Active Directory

• An administrative unit is an Azure AD resource that can be a container 
for other Azure AD resources. 

• An administrative unit can contain only users and groups.
• Administrative units restrict permissions in a role to any portion of your 

organization that you define. 
• You could, for example, use administrative units to delegate the Helpdesk 

Administrator role to regional support specialists, so they can manage 
users only in the region that they support.
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Deployment Example
It can be useful to restrict administrative scope by using administrative units in 
organizations that are made up of independent divisions of any kind. Consider 
the example of a large university that's made up of many autonomous schools 
(School of Business, School of Engineering, and so on). Each school has a team 
of IT admins who control access, manage users, and set policies for their 
school.

A central administrator could:

• Create a role with administrative permissions over only Azure AD users in 
the business school administrative unit.

• Create an administrative unit for the School of Business.

• Populate the administrative unit with only the business school students 
and staff.

• Add the business school IT team to the role, along with its scope.

https://t.me/learningnets



License Requirements

To use administrative units, you need an Azure 

Active Directory Premium license for each 

administrative unit admin, and Azure Active 

Directory Free licenses for administrative unit 
members.
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