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Cisco Fabric Services: 
CFS stands for "Cisco Fabric Services." Cisco Fabric Services is a proprietary protocol used in 

Cisco's data center networking solutions, particularly within the Cisco Nexus family of switches. 

CFS allows for the distribution and synchronization of configuration information across multiple 

Nexus switches in a data center. This helps maintain consistency in the network configuration. 

CFS protocol performs synchronization of MAC addresses for vPC member ports. It also 

performs member ports status advertisement, spanning tree protocol management and 

synchronization of HSRP and IGMP snooping. Cisco Fabric Services is enabled by default when 

vPC feature is turned on. There is no specific Cisco Fabric Services configuration to implement. 

CFS message are encapsulated in Ethernet frame and is tagged with COS 4 for reliable 

communication. It is a protocol that is running in the background between the peer device over 

the peer link. It checks the configuration between both peer devices must be identical. For 

example, if one peer device is running RSTP and other MST. CFS will get to know and vPC will 

not work. It is responsible for the synchronization of MAC addresses for vPC member ports. 
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CFS Commands 

NX-1# show cfs application 

NX-1# show cfs status 

NX-1# show cfs peers 

NX-1# show vpc consistency-parameters global 

NX-1(config)# cfs ipv4 distribute 
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