
 

This study guide demonstrates the lesson from Getting Started with AWS Certifications.  

My full AWS Architect Associate course can be found here: 

https://www.udemy.com/course/ultimateaws/?referralCode=7ED214B795C444141361 

 

 

 

Understanding AWS Certifications Study Guide 

Introduction 

AWS certifications are a gateway to validating your knowledge and expertise in the Amazon Web Services 

ecosystem. In this lesson, we will focus on two key certifications: the AWS Certified Cloud Practitioner and 

the AWS Certified Solutions Architect - Associate. Both certifications cater to different skill levels and 

objectives, making them essential for individuals seeking to establish or advance their careers in cloud 

computing. 

 

AWS Certified Cloud Practitioner 

The AWS Certified Cloud Practitioner certification is designed for individuals seeking a foundational 

understanding of AWS. It is ideal for beginners and non-technical professionals who want to grasp the basics of 

the AWS platform. Below, we’ll break down the essential details, requirements, and preparation strategies for 

this certification. 

Exam Overview 

• Difficulty Level: Entry-level 

• Exam Length: 90 minutes 

• Number of Questions: 65 

• Cost: $100 

• Delivery Options: Test center or remote (at-home) proctoring 

Key Concepts to Master 
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To pass this exam, a high-level understanding of AWS services, concepts, and practices is required. Key areas 

include: 

1. Value of AWS Cloud: Understanding the benefits of cloud computing, such as scalability, elasticity, 

cost savings, and global reach. 

2. AWS Shared Responsibility Model: Knowledge of the division of security responsibilities between 

AWS and the user. 

3. Cloud Economics and Cost Management: Familiarity with AWS’s pricing models, cost management 

tools, and budgeting practices. 

4. AWS Services Overview: Basic understanding of core AWS services such as: 

o Compute (e.g., EC2, Lambda) 

o Storage (e.g., S3, EBS) 

o Networking (e.g., VPC, Route 53) 

o Security and Identity (e.g., IAM) 

Preparation Tips 

• Study Materials: Use comprehensive online courses and official AWS documentation. 

• Practice Exams: Practice tests simulate the real exam experience and familiarize you with question 

formats. 

• Hands-On Experience: Even for a beginner’s certification, exploring AWS services via the Free Tier is 

valuable. 

Who Should Take This Exam? 

This certification is ideal for: 

• Individuals new to cloud computing 

• Non-technical professionals such as sales, marketing, or management roles who interact with AWS 

solutions 

 

AWS Certified Solutions Architect - Associate 

The AWS Certified Solutions Architect - Associate certification is more advanced and caters to individuals 

seeking a deeper understanding of AWS architecture, design principles, and service integrations. 

Exam Overview 

• Difficulty Level: Intermediate to Advanced 

• Exam Length: 130 minutes 

• Number of Questions: 65 

• Cost: $150 

• Delivery Options: Test center or remote (at-home) proctoring 

Key Concepts to Master 

This certification requires significant technical knowledge and hands-on experience. Core topics include: 
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1. AWS Basics: 

o Understanding the AWS Free Tier and account management. 

o Concepts like consolidated billing and AWS Organizations. 

2. Core Services: 

o Compute: EC2, Auto Scaling, Elastic Load Balancers. 

o Storage: S3, EBS, Glacier. 

o Databases: DynamoDB, RDS, Aurora. 

o Serverless: AWS Lambda and its integrations. 

3. Architectural Best Practices: 

o Designing secure, scalable, and cost-optimized architectures. 

o Using the AWS Well-Architected Framework. 

4. Networking: 

o VPC design, subnetting, NAT gateways, and Route 53. 

5. Security: 

o Identity and Access Management (IAM), Key Management Service (KMS). 

6. Advanced Topics: 

o High availability and disaster recovery. 

o Monitoring and optimization using tools like CloudWatch and Trusted Advisor. 

Preparation Tips 

• Comprehensive Courses: Look for courses with hands-on labs and real-world scenarios. 

• Practice Exams: Ensure practice questions mirror the complexity and format of the real exam. 

• Hands-On Projects: Build sample architectures using AWS services to solidify your understanding. 

Who Should Take This Exam? 

This certification is ideal for: 

• Cloud practitioners looking to advance to technical architect roles. 

• Professionals tasked with designing, implementing, and maintaining AWS solutions. 

• Individuals preparing for roles like Cloud Architect, Solutions Architect, or DevOps Engineer. 

 

Comparison of Cloud Practitioner vs. Solutions Architect - Associate 

Feature Cloud Practitioner Solutions Architect - Associate 

Difficulty Beginner Intermediate to Advanced 

Exam Length 90 minutes 130 minutes 

Cost $100 $150 

Focus Broad overview of AWS services In-depth architecture and design 

Ideal Candidate Non-technical roles, beginners Technical professionals 

 

Conclusion 

AWS certifications provide a structured path to validate your skills and open doors to exciting cloud computing 

opportunities. The Cloud Practitioner certification is an excellent starting point for beginners, while the 
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Solutions Architect - Associate certification is perfect for those ready to tackle more technical and in-depth 

cloud challenges. With the right preparation, including study materials, hands-on practice, and practice exams, 

achieving these certifications is entirely within reach. 

 

 

For more details see my full AWS Architect Associate course: 

https://www.udemy.com/course/ultimateaws/?referralCode=7ED214B795C444141361 
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