
API Hooking Explaination
Understanding API Hooking: API hooking involves intercepting calls to functions or methods within a program

and redirecting them to custom code. This technique can be employed for legitimate purposes, such as

debugging, profiling, and security analysis, but it’s essential to understand its potential for misuse in malware

development.

Key Concepts:

• Hooking: We will learn about the different types of hooks, including function hooking and inline hooking,

and when to use each.

• Detours Library: Microsoft Detours is a powerful library that simplifies API hooking. We will explore how to

use Detours to create hooks.

• DLL Injection: Understanding how to inject a dynamic-link library (DLL) into a target process to set up hooks.

• Function Redirection: Redirecting API calls to custom code allows us to monitor, modify, or even block

specific behavior in target applications.

Course Modules: Our course will cover the following modules:

1. Introduction to API Hooking: Understanding the fundamentals and ethical considerations of API hooking.

2. Setting Up Your Development Environment: Configuring Visual Studio 2022 and installing the Microsoft

Detours library.

3. Creating Your First Hook: Learning how to intercept and modify API calls using Detours.

4. DLL Injection Techniques: Exploring different methods of injecting DLLs into target processes.

5. Advanced Hooking: Delving into more complex hooking scenarios, such as inline hooking and IAT hooking.

6. Ethical Considerations: Discussing the responsible use of API hooking techniques and the legal and ethical

implications.

7. Real-World Applications: Examining real-world cases where API hooking is used for legitimate purposes like

security research and debugging.


